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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Phototherapy in St. Goran Hospital, Stockholm.— Magnus Molijer 
( Monatesch . /. prakt. Derm., November 1, 1905, p. 449) reports his expe¬ 
rience with this method of treatment in various diseases, including 
seventy-nine cases of lupus vulgaris, seventeen of lupus erythematosus, 
twelve of carcinoma cutis, three of alopecia creata, and one each of 
nsevus vasculosus and acne rosacea. Not to speak of the excellent 
results obtained in lupus vulgaris the results were favorable in the 
infiltrated form of lupus erythematosus (the lupus erythematosus dis- 
coides of Kaposi), while but slightly beneficial results followed its use 
in the superficial forms. In alopecia areata, acne rosacea, and nawus 
vasculosus distinct improvement took place. 

The Action of the Pinaen Light on Normal Skin — F. von Veress ( Mon - 
atshefte f. prakt. Derm., vol. xl. p. 430), from experiments made, con¬ 
cludes tnat symptoms of acute inflammation are produced, including 
oedema, blebs, dilatation and thrombosis of the bloodvessels, emigration 
of leukocytes and lymphocytes; secondly, as to the lesions, vacuoli¬ 
zation of the epithelial cells and of the giant cells, degeneration or 
necrosis of the epithelium, hemorrhage and hyaline degeneration; 
thirdly, reactionary symptoms composed of proliferation. 

Case of Pemphigus Neonatorum Gangrfienosus. —W. T. Freeman 
(Brit. Joum. of Derm., October, 1905) states that in the infant there 
were no symptoms pointing to syphilis as the cause. At birth the 
infant was said by tne midwife to nave no skin on the feet and legs, 
but the presence of blebs with hemorrhagic contents over the general 
surface permitted the diagnosis of pemphigus. Death occurred on 
the fourth day, by which date some of the blebs had dried up, others 
had ruptured, leaving patches of blood-stained corium, which soon 
took on a gangrenous form. Nine parts out of ten of the eruption existed 
at birth. The author inclines to the view that the cutaneous manifes¬ 
tation is but a peripheral expression of a widespread central nervous 
lesion and that the epidemics, if such there be, are caused by a second¬ 
ary infection of the contents of the vesicles. 

The Organism of Dermatitis CoccidioideB. — S. B. Wolbach (Joum. of 
Cut. Dis., January, 1905) studied a case in Boston, in which the lesions 
were subcutaneous and situated on the head. The patient had lived 
in California and Mexico and had travelled much anroad. Cultures 
of the fungus resembled young colonies of oidium lactis, and consisted 
of a mass of coarse, branching, here and there segmented, mycelia, 
with a distinct membrane. Old colonies showed an aerial hyphse- 
bearing gonidea and spherical bodies resembling those met with in 
the tissue. The author states that the organism cannot be considered 
a blastomycosis. 

Multiple Benign Sarcoid.-- C. Boeck (Archiv f. Derm. u. Syph., 
January, 1905) again calls attention to this disease, which he first 
described in 1899. Five new cases are referred to. The disease is 
usually papular or nodular, the lesions being usually multiple, the size 
of a pea or bean, reddish blue or brownish yellow in color, and gen¬ 
erally seated on the face. While clinically they resemble somewhat 
tuberculosis the course of the disease is different, the lesions being 
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amenable to the internal use of arsenic. Injections of tuberculin do 
not cause any local reaction. Sometimes the lesions assume a diffuse 
form. 

On Mycosis Fungoides.— Alfred Braxdweixer ( Monateh . /. jrrakt. 
Derm ., November, 1905) describes an unusual case of this disease, 
and in particular discusses the subject of metastasis. Tumors com¬ 
posed of reddish-yellow nodules, varying in size from a hazelnut 
to a small apple, were found in the brain. There were no changes 
observed in the spinal cord. He concludes that this is the first case 
in which it has been shown that metastasis occurred in the brain; 
that the histological examination proved that the cells of mycoid tumors 
do not arise from connective tissue, and that in the light of existing 
knowledge there is no ground for considering the manifestations of 
this disease as metastasis of leukaemia, as has been asserted. 

Contagion of Leprosy in the Light of Science.— Zambaco Pacha (An¬ 
nates de Derm, et de Syph., May, 1905, p. 400) discusses this important 
question at length, and believes that it is not properly understood, 
for the reason that the world is of the opinion that it was extinguished 
in Europe and that its revival is to be attributed to new importations 
from leprous countries. In reality, owing to the better hygienic condition 
of the present time, and causes other than this, leprosy is diminishing 
by degrees and is tending to disappear. Granted that the bacillus 
appears to be the principal factor in leprosy, it should not be disregarded 
that it is insufficient in itself to account for leprosy. The disease rav¬ 
ages those countries where even the strangers are not spared, whilst 
in another country leprosy is not propagated by those who have con¬ 
tracted the germ in the active centre of the disease. The decadence of 
the virulence of the bacillus is incontestable, not only for leprosy but 
also for cholera and plague. The bacillus of leprosy can be wanting or 
is not demonstrable in certain cases, and the clinician may be able 
to make the diagnosis against the conclusions of the bacteriologist. 
Zambaco thinks that the disease is showing no tendency to actual 
increase, especially in Central Europe. 

A Case of Autochthonous Leprosy in the United StateB.—(). Ormsby 
(Annales de Derm, et de Syph., May, 1905, p. 460) relates the case of 
a man born in Iowa who was the subject of unquestionable tubercular 
leprosy. His father was a Norwegian, who came to the United States 
at the age of ten years, and who was probably leprous; he had a sister 
and probably a brother who were also leprous. 

Subcutaneous Injections of Chaulmoogra Oil in Leprosy.— Tourtonlin 
Bey (Monatehefte f. prakt. Derm., January 15, 1905, p. 88) states 
that this method of treating leprosy is distinctly useful if not curative. 
Other clinicians have also used and reported on Tourtonlin's method, 
to which he directed attention in 1894. Improvement in some cases 
follows the fifth injection. The disadvantages of the treatment are 
that the injections may be painful and may cause elevation of tem¬ 
perature or even pulmonary embolism, but the latter accident is rare. 
As a rule about five grams are injected, this dose to be repeated 
every few days or as may be advisable. The remedy, it would seem 



